
CURB-65 = 2 

Mortality 9% 

Admit for inpatient 
management 

1 or more additional features? 
 

Additional features:  
• Hypoxia (PO2 <8kPa) 
• Multilobe changes. 

NO 

 

YES 

 

Antibiotic Choice Based on CURB-65 Score 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

CURB-65 = 0 or 1 

Mortality <3% 

See infection section for antibiotic choice 

 

Outpatient management could 
be considered 

CURB-65 = > 3 

Mortality 15 – 40% 

Admit for inpatient 
management 

Treat as severe CAP.  
Assess for ICU / HDU 

(especially if  
CURB-65 = 4 or 5) 

See infection section for antibiotic choice 

 
Note: Serious drug interactions with certain antibiotics, see infection section ‘Antibiotic Allergy and 
Interaction’. Further information can be found in Appendix 1 of BNF. 
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